Do you want to join in?
Tackling Climate Change: in Calderdale 
~ the UK ~ and Internationally

(  The Climate Coalition has a combined supporter base from its 100 member organisations of more than 11 million people across the UK. It wants to work with everyone. Calderdale Friends of the Earth is one of the organisations developing the Coalition’s Yorkshire Hub.

(  The Climate Coalition has already got the leaders of the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat parties to agree to work together in the next Parliament to pursue 3 National Climate Pledges: 

- To seek a fair, strong, legally binding, global climate deal which limits temperature rises to below 2°C
- To work together, across party lines, to agree carbon budgets in accordance with the Climate Change Act
- To accelerate the transition to a competitive, energy efficient low carbon economy and to end the use of unabated coal for power generation

(  We’ve asked the candidates in next week’s General Election for the Calder Valley and Halifax constituencies whether they also support these pledges. The Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Candidates have said ‘Yes’.

(  Calderdale’s Energy Future, the district’s climate change partnership, has agreed a Calderdale Local Pledge that they would like our MPs to support as well. It asks the new government to 

- Proactively support local initiatives and activity to assist Calderdale to achieve its 2020 carbon reduction target, and in particular a large-scale programme of residential and commercial energy efficiency measures - which will also reduce fuel poverty and pressures on the NHS, and create employment - and measures which will boost the success and competitiveness of Calderdale’s low carbon businesses.

(  The next step is that the Climate Coalition is organising a Lobby of the new parliament and government about one month after the general election to ask the new MPs and Government to keep their promises: Wednesday 17th June 2015, London, We’ll be there speaking to Calderdale’s two newly elected MPs and asking them what they and the government are going to do to help us. If you want to come to the lobby we’re organising transport to London.

(  But not everybody can or wants to go to London so instead the Calderdale delegation will be taking lots of personal ‘Messages from Calderdale’ telling our MPs about what you think needs to happen to tackle climate change and get low carbon energy – here in Calderdale, and internationally. We’re collecting them today: why not write yours now!

(  June-December we’ll campaigning to build momentum in support of a strong international deal at the Paris critical international climate conference in December. Again you don’t have to go to Paris to make a difference: we’ll be busy raising awareness here in Calderdale, contacting MPs, ministers, MEPs; and asking the government to make sure communities and councils are given all the support they need to take action to reduce carbon emissions locally.

Yorkshire Hub of the Climate Coalition: more information from Anthony Rae ar@anthonyrae.com tel 01422 845061 text 07943 320041 and at www.greencalderdale.org.uk 
If you want join in, and organise anything in your local community or group, you’re welcome.
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